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Citation for ISBCB Distinguished Service Award: Meir Edelman

ISBCB presents this Distinguished Service Award to Prof. Meir Edelman in appreciation of
his pioneering efforts to make bioinformatics tools readily available to life sciences
researchers throughout Israel.

Prof. Edelman has been the motivating force in creating and running the Israeli National
Node (INN) of the European Molecular Biology Network since 1990 and its subsequent
expansion, the Israeli Center of Knowledge for Bioinformatics Infrastructure (COBI). Prof.
Edelman conceived a vision for making tools and support available, secured funding,
implemented the vision, and motivated biologists in the various institutions to use the
resources. INN and COBI were the basis of bioinformatics infrastructure and training across
Israel, and they continue to function to this day.

Prof. Edelman consciously expanded the scope of the bioinformatics infrastructure that he
built. Not content only to help scientists at the Weizmann Institute of Science, his home
institution, he secured national funding to start bioinformatics support units at other
universities; not willing to limit his help to scientists in Israel, he secured international
funding to help build bioinformatics infrastructure in developing countries.

Prof. Edelman is a founding director of the Israeli Society for Bioinformatics and
Computational Biology, and has served as vice president of the Society for the past two
years.

The contributions recognized by this award are in addition to Prof. Edelman’s research as
Sir Siegmund Warburg Chair in Agricultural Molecular Biology in the Plant Sciences
Department of the Weizmann Institute of Science. He was the first in his department to
focus on computational methods; his lab uses both wet and dry approaches to study
structural proteomics in plants.



