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17th European Cytoskeleton Forum

August 31 – September 4, 2002

Nyon, Switzerland
CONGRESS INFORMATION
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Christine Chaponnier

Marie-Luce Bochaton-Piallat

Sophie Clément

Boris Hinz

Secretariat: Evelyn Homberg

Tel: +41 22 70 25743, Fax +41 22 70 25746

Contact person:

Christine Chaponnier

CMU-University of Geneva

Department of Pathology

1 rue Michel-Servet

1211 Geneva 4, Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 70 25766, Fax +41 22 70 25746

E-mail: ecf2002@medecine.unige.ch
http
 

://www.weizmann.ac.il/eurocyto/home.html

After touring for 20 years across Europe, the European Cytoskeleton Forum (ECF) will arrive back at its birthplace next August. The first meeting organized by Giulio Gabbiani was held in Nyon near Geneva in 1981. The 17th European Cytoskeleton Forum Meeting will be held again in Nyon, from August 31 to September 4, 2002. 

Nyon, a small city halfway between Geneva and Lausanne enjoys a privileged location on the shores of "Lac Léman" (Lake Geneva), facing the Mont-Blanc and at the foot of the Jura Mountains. As an ancient Roman settlement, Nyon preserves many vestiges of the past and offers two museums to those interested in history, science and nature.

The ECF committee grants me the privilege of organizing the ECF 2002 as a tribute and gratitude to Giulio Gabbiani for his energy and dedication to bring together cytoskeleton scientists. On behalf of the organizing committee, I would like to invite you and your colleagues to participate to this special meeting.

We are looking forward to meeting you in Nyon for a pleasant and fruitful meeting.



Christine Chaponnier

KEY DATES

Deadline for EC fellowship application:
May 10, 2002
Deadline for abstract submission:
May 10, 2002
Deadline for registration:
June 30, 2002
HOW TO GET TO NYON

By plane: Cointrin Airport (Geneva) is served by most major international airlines. It is situated 5 km from Geneva Center and 25 km from Nyon, which can be reached by train.

By train: You can take your train to Nyon from Geneva Center (Cornavin Station) or directly from the Airport every 15 min. The journey takes 15 min and return tickets are ~CHF 15.00. Please find a detailed timetable at: www.cff.ch.

By car: Nyon can be reached by the Motorway N1 between Lausanne (38 km) and Geneva (23 km). Route may be planned for example at: http://www.viamichelin.com.

You will find a detailed map and more information about Nyon on the following website: http://www.nyon.ch.

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

The preliminary schedule of the program will include oral sessions as follow; please consult the ECF home page http
 

://www.weizmann.ac.il/eurocyto/home.html
 for possible changes:

Saturday, August 31 

Opening Lecture: Giulio Gabbiani
Sunday, September 1

1. Biophysics of the Cytoskeleton

Chair : U. Lindberg & P. Janmey

Invited Speakers: U. Lindberg, P. Janmey, J. Vandekerckhove

2. Mechanisms of Cell Guidance and Locomotion

Chair: V. Small & A. Verkhovsky

Invited Speakers: V. Small, A. Verkhovsky, L. Machesky

3. Plant Cytoskeleton

Chair: M. Vantard & A. Emons

Invited Speakers: M. Vantard, A. Emons, G. Wasteneys

Monday, September 2

4. Cytoskeletal Protein Isoforms: Regulation and Function
Chair: P. Rubenstein & C. Chaponnier

Invited Speakers: P. Rubenstein, P. Gunning, J-C. Perriard 

5. Filament System Cross-Talks / Cytoskeletal Dynamics

Chair: U. Aebi & M. Schliwa

Invited Speakers: M. Schliwa, B. Jockusch, H. Herrmann

Tuesday, September 3

6. Cytoskeleton Diseases 

Chair: G. Gabbiani & M. Osborn

Invited Speakers: M. Osborn, G. Jones, F. Ramaekers

7. Cytoskeleton in Morphogenesis and Evolution 

Chair: K. Weber & D. Louvard

Invited Speakers: K. Weber, D. Louvard, P. Martin

Wednesday, September 4

8. Extracellular Matrix and Cytoskeleton Cross-Talks

Chair: B. Geiger & B. Imhof

Invited Speakers: B. Geiger, B. Imhof, E. Dejana

Plenty of time will be allocated for the presentation and discussion of posters.
ABSTRACTS 

All participants are invited to submit abstracts of their recent work. From these abstracts the chairmen and organizers will select short oral presentations and submitters will be notified about this decision in about one month before the meeting. Invited speakers should also provide an abstract of their presentation, since all abstracts will be reproduced and handed out at the meeting.

All abstracts should be in English and processed using the Microsoft Word document “abstract_ECF2002.doc” following the instructions given in this form. The template can be downloaded from the ECF homepage at http
 

://www.weizmann.ac.il/eurocyto/home.html
. Abstracts should be saved using the first authors last name as file name (“firstauthor_abs.doc”) and submitted as attached file via e-mail to: ecf2002@medecine.unige.ch.

Selection of abstracts for oral or poster presentation will be acknowledged by June 15. 
Deadline of abstract submission is May 10, 2002.
POSTERS

Information about posters will be distributed with the abstract acknowledgement.
AUDIO VISUAL

We will provide computer and beamer for PowerPoint presentations. If your presentation on CD contains movie files, please contact the organizing secretariat in advance to make sure that the compression routines are compatible. Of course personal computer can be connected. In addition, we will provide a standard 35mm slide projector, overhead projector and laser pointer. Technical assistance is available during the whole meeting. 

FELLOWSHIPS

At least 35 fellowships will be allocated for young graduate and post-graduate researchers to attend this meeting by covering the registration fee and travel expenses. Applicants should be not more than 35 years old and resident in a member state of the European Union or in Switzerland. An application to the Swiss National Science Foundation is pending in order to ask for fellowship supporting participation of scientists from Eastern Europe. All applicants must be presenting an abstract at this meeting. 

If you think to be eligible for one of these fllowships and would like to apply, please download the Microsoft Word document “Fellowship_ECF2002.doc” from the ECF homepage at http
 

://www.weizmann.ac.il/eurocyto/home.html
 and follow the instructions given in this form. Save your application using your last name as file name (“lastname_fellow.doc”) and submit it before May 10, 2002 as attached file via e-mail to: ecf2002@medecine.unige.ch. Mark your registration form accordingly. Notice of fellowship allocation will be given by June 1, 2002.

If you have further questions, please contact:

Christine Chaponnier

CMU-University of Geneva, Department of Pathology

1 rue Michel-Servet, 1211 Geneva 4, Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 70 25766, Fax +41 22 70 25746, 

E-mail: ecf2002@medecine.unige.ch
REGISTRATION

The meeting will be limited to 150 participants. Registration should be made using the form “registration_ECF2002.doc”, which can be downloaded from the ECF homepage at http
 

://www.weizmann.ac.il/eurocyto/home.html
. Registration should be sent as attachment by e-mail to ecf2002@medecine.unige.ch, using your last name as file name (“lastname_reg.doc”). The registration deadline is June 30, 2002. 

Registration fees include meals, social events, conference dinner, and accommodation:

	
	CHF

	Participant, single room
	1’150

	Participant, shared double room
	950

	Accompanying person
	750


We greatly encourage all participants to share a room!!

Payment should be made in full (including bank charges) upon submission of the registration form by bank transfer to:

Bank:
Union de Banques Suisses, 1211 Genève

Account number:
240-472 320.00T

Name account holder:
Université de Genève, Faculté de médecine

Specifying:
ECF/CC ME5828 and Name of Participant
Payment by Credit Card is not possible. 50% refund is only possible if registration is cancelled before June 30, 2002. There is no guaranteed room reservation for registrations received after this date. If you like to reserve extra nights at the hotel, please contact us as soon as possible. 

Young scientists who are granted a Fellowship will have to share a room and may suggest a colleague name on the registration form. Fellows should not pay the registration fee. 
SOCIAL EVENTS

Please register for the following excursions on the registration form:

· Monday, September 2, late afternoon: Boat trip to Yvoire, France

· Tuesday, September 3: Mountain Train Trip to St. Cergue with Banquet

NOTICE BOARD – JOB OPPORTUNITIES

A notice board for messages will be located in the registration area. We encourage participants to post job opportunities and searches on this board.

