e | 1o
S8 | TP

| faL°¢41

Dear all,

WEIZMANN

INSTITUTE
OF SCIENCE Feinberg Graduate School

02 November 2023

We recognize that these are challenging times and would like to extend our support to you. We send

our best wishes to the injured for a swift recovery, eagerly await the safe return of those who are

captured and missing, and deeply mourn the loss of innocent lives.

We value the significant contribution of those of you who have been drafted, and understand the

unique challenges that many of you are facing, impacting your ability to fully dedicate yourselves to

your studies. Rest assured, we are committed to assisting each and every one of you in minimizing

the disruption to your studies as much as possible.

We also extend a warm welcome to our international students and postdoctoral fellows, some of

whom are currently abroad due to the current security situation. We look forward to seeing all of

you on Campus soon.

We have prepared some updates for you on the following topics:

1.

2
3
4.
5

Academic Year, Report Submissions, and the Continuation of Lab Activities.
Scholarships and Financial Assistance

Reserve Duty

Personal Updates and Student ID cards

Remote Access to the WIS Network

If you have any questions or require further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Wishing for better and more peaceful days ahead.

Prof. Gilad Perez,

FGS Dean

FGS@weizmann.ac.il

+972 (0)8-934-2924

234 Herzl Street, POB 26, Rehovot 7610001 Israel
WEIZMANN.AC.IL
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1. Updates Regarding the Academic Year, Report Submissions, and the Continuation of Lab

Activities.

1.1. The academic year has been rescheduled to commence no earlier than December 3, 2023.
As a result, adjustments will be made to the academic calendar and we will ensure that,
barring any additional security-related situations, studies will not be impacted and the
academic year will be held in full.

1.2. The revised academic calendar will be published once the definitive start date for the
academic year has been established. It is anticipated that, barring any additional changes,
the academic year will conclude late August, and will be structured as follows:

1.2.1.Semester A will be shortened to approximately 12 weeks.

1.2.2.The examination period for Semester A will be reduced to approximately one month.

1.2.3.Semester B (including Passover, Independence Day, Shavuot and other holidays) will
last approximately 14 weeks.

1.2.4.The examination period for Semester B will last approximately one month.

1.3. Studies will be conducted online and will include recorded lectures to allow all students to
participate remotely and catch up on missed classes.

1.4. For enlisted students, a customized plan will be developed to allow them to complete their
coursework, assignments, and rotations, along with additional support.

1.5. In addition, recordings of courses from previous years are already available to you, and can
be accessed via your Weizmann Institute’s username and password:
https://weizmann.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Sessions/List.aspx

1.6. The Institute's libraries can be accessed 24/7 with the Student ID Card. For additional
information, please visit: https://weizmann.libguides.com/library/home

1.7. It should be emphasized that research group activities and lab work continue as usual
where possible, regardless of the official start date of the academic year.

1.8. Deadline Extension of Report Submissions — As mentioned previously, it is possible to
receive a deadline extension for report submissions in coordination with your Pl and the
FGS Faculty Coordinator.

2. Scholarships and Financial Assistance

2.1. Students and postdocs will continue to receive their fellowships, including those currently
abroad, those in reserve duty, and those currently conducting their research remotely —
either partially or entirely — due to the current circumstances.

2.2. Please be reminded that working alongside your studies while receiving a scholarship from
the Institute is not possible unless you receive prior approval from the Feinberg Graduate
School, in accordance with their guidelines: FGS Policies and Regulations

2.3. We are aware that some students are facing financial difficulties due to the current security
situation. To support them, we have established an Emergency Support Fund for
students and postdocs. The deadline for submitting applications has been extended until

FGS@weizmann.ac.il

+972 (0)8-934-2924

234 Herzl Street, POB 26, Rehovot 7610001 Israel
WEIZMANN.AC.IL
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Sunday, November 5, 2023. For further details, please visit:
https://www.weizmann.ac.il/WeizmannNet/en/emergency/fgs-updates

3. Reserve Duty

3.1. The Weizmann Institute of Science and Feinberg Graduate School value the contributions of
reservists and we are dedicated to providing full support and assistance to students who
are called up for reserve duty.

3.2. The Military Reserve Liaison Officer
The Military Reserve Liaison Officer at the Feinberg Graduate School is Ms. Dana Yanay,
who serves as Head of the Scholarships and Allowances Department. Ms. Yanay is available
to answer your questions and provide assistance regarding matters relating to military
service reporting and scholarship payments. You can contact her at 08-934-6444 or
dana.yanay@weizmann.ac.il.

3.3. Students are required to inform the Feinberg Graduate School if you are called-up for
reserve duty, as well as notify your PI. Reservists are kindly requested to complete Form
3010 and submit it to Ms. Dana Yanay, FGS’ Military Reserve Liaison Officer, upon
completion of your reserve duty. Additionally, you should ensure your absence is updated
in the system.

3.4. Feinberg Graduate School students and postdocs who are serving in the reserves will
continue to receive their scholarships during their service, in accordance with the required
reporting of reserve duty.

3.5. The Feinberg Graduate School will provide its students and postdocs serving in the reserves
with an extended timeframe for the submission of various reports and theses, exams, etc.,
according to the duration of their military service, provided they report their absence due
to reserve duty. The Feinberg Graduate School is committed to helping conscripted
students to ensure their studies are not disrupted. As part of this support, a customized
study plan will be devised, and adjustments will be made accordingly.

4. Personal Updates and Student ID Cards
4.1. Students and postdocs are requested to update FGS Head of Administration, Ms. Ayelet
Israel (ayelet.israel@weizmann.ac.il), regarding the following cases:
4.1.1. Reserve Duty

4.1.2.Injury, death, or abduction of a first-degree relative
4.1.3.Travel abroad/return to campus from abroad
4.2. Please note that, due to the current security situation and as a precautionary measure, the
student cards of international students who have returned to your home countries will be
temporarily frozen until your return to the Institute. Upon your return to campus, please
notify the International Office and Feinberg Graduate School, and your card will be
reactivated immediately.

FGS@weizmann.ac.il

+972 (0)8-934-2924

234 Herzl Street, POB 26, Rehovot 7610001 Israel
WEIZMANN.AC.IL
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5. Remote Access to the WIS Network

To access internal WIS services from home as if you were on campus, it is essential to set up a VPN
client on your laptop or desktop. Ensure that your mobile phone number is registered in your
student profile within the WIS directory to receive SMS messages for robust authentication when
using the VPN client.

For step-by-step instructions on installing the F5 Client VPN on your computer, please refer to the
guidelines provided below:

Apple Computers

Windows 10 Computers

Windows 7 Computers

Linux Computers

If you encounter connection issues, please contact the Help Desk at the following address:
FGS.IT@weizmann.ac.il.

FGS@weizmann.ac.il

+972 (0)8-934-2924

234 Herzl Street, POB 26, Rehovot 7610001 Israel
WEIZMANN.AC.IL
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Apple Computers

Windows 10 Computers

Windows 7 Computers

Linux Computers
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