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EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER DELIVERY

REMARKS BY PRIME MINISTER LEE HSIEN LOONG ON THE COVID-2019
SITUATION ON 3 APRIL 2020
My fellow Singaporeans
Good evening

Update on current situation

2. Since then, the number of new cases daily has begun to rise

a. We used to see fewer than 10 new cases a day

b. Butin the last two weeks, despite our best efforts, we have routinely

had more than 50 new cases daily

3. Initially, many of the new cases were imported from overseas, mostly

returning Singaporeans

a. Then last week, we began to have more local cases
"

b. Furthermore, despite our good contact tracing, for nearly half of

these cases, we do not know where or from whom the person caught the

virus

5. Asthe situation developed over the past weeks, we have tightened our

safe-distancing measures progressively

6. But looking at the trend, | am worried that unless we take further steps,
things will gradually get worse, or another big cluster may push things over the

edge

a. | discussed this with the Multi-Ministry Task Force (MTF)

b. We have decided that instead of tightening incrementally over the

next few weeks, we should make a decisive move now, to pre-empt

escalating infections

7. First, we will close most workplaces, except for essential services and key

economic sectors
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