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02 November 2023

Dear students,

We are delighted to welcome you all to the Feinberg Graduate School and Weizmann
Institute of Science family. We recognize that these are challenging times and would like to
extend our support to you. We send our best wishes to the injured for a swift recovery,
eagerly await the safe return of those who are captured and missing, and deeply mourn the
loss of innocent lives.

We value the significant contributions of our reservists and understand the unique
challenges that many of you are facing, impacting your ability to fully dedicate yourselves to
your studies. Rest assured, we are committed to assisting each and every one of you in
minimizing the disruption to your studies as much as possible.

We also extend a warm welcome to our international students, some of whom will
commence their studies remotely due to the current security situation. We look forward to
seeing all of you on campus soon.

Please find below some updates on the following topics:

Academic Year Updates, Semester Start Date, and Pre-Semester Activities

Scholarships and Financial Assistance

Reserve Duty

Student ID cards

Remote Access to WIS Network

A e

Certificate of Studies (Appendix A)

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or for further clarification.
Wishing for better and more peaceful days ahead,

Prof. Gilad Perez,

FGS Dean

FGS@weizmann.ac.il

+972 (0)8-934-2924

234 Herzl Street, POB 26, Rehovot 7610001 Israel
WEIZMANN.AC.IL
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1. Academic Year Updates, Semester Start Date, and Pre-Semester Activities

1.1.  The academic year has been rescheduled to commence no earlier than December 3, 2023.
As a result, adjustments will be made to the academic calendar and we will ensure that, barring any
additional security-related situations, studies will not be impacted and the academic year will be
held in full.

1.2.  The revised academic calendar will be published once the definitive start date for the
academic year has been established. It is anticipated that, barring any additional changes, the
academic year will conclude late August, and will be structured as follows:

1.2.1. Semester A will be shortened to approximately 12 weeks.

1.2.2. The examination period for Semester A will be reduced to approximately one month.

1.2.3. Semester B (including Passover, Independence Day, Shavuot and other holidays) will last
approximately 14 weeks.

1.2.4. The examination period for Semester B will last approximately one month.

1.3. Rotations in the fields of Life Sciences and Chemistry will be shortened, with the first and third
rotations lasting approximately 9 weeks each, and the second rotation (including the examination
period) lasting approximately 12 weeks.

1.4. Studies will be conducted online and will include recorded lectures to allow all students to
participate remotely and catch up on missed classes.

1.5. For enlisted students, a customized plan will be developed to allow them to complete their
coursework, assignments, and rotations, along with additional support.

1.6. Pre-Semester Activities

1.6.1. During the period leading up to the start of the academic year, students who choose to do so
can join a research lab and undertake a project. This activity is optional, and the time spent in the lab
will not count toward their rotations (in other words, the time spent in the lab will not be included in
the rotation schedule, which chemistry and life sciences students are required to complete as part of
their first-year studies).

1.6.2. Students are also invited to participate in reading courses and various activities offered by the
Teaching Committees. For more details, please contact the Teaching Committee of your respective
Faculty.

1.6.3. In addition, recordings of courses from previous years are already available to you, and can be
accessed via your Weizmann Institute’s username and password:
https://weizmann.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Sessions/List.aspx

1.6.4 All Libraries are open 24/7 to staff and students using a Weizmann card, including weekends
and holidays. More information can be found: https://weizmann.libguides.com/library/about-the-
library/library.

1.7. Pre -Orientation Days
In preparation for the pre-semester activities, we will be conducting pre-orientation sessions next
week. These sessions will include a mandatory safety workshop, which is a prerequisite for initiating

FGS@weizmann.ac.il

+972 (0)8-934-2924

234 Herzl Street, POB 26, Rehovot 7610001 Israel
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any lab projects. For students unable to attend the pre-orientation session, we will schedule an

alternative session. The "Pre- Orientation Days" will be held via Zoom on the following days:
1.7.1. Hebrew Pre-Orientation
Tuesday, November 7, 2023
https://weizmann.zoom.us/j/91489347210?pwd=TXRMcOduNOImdzI6SVg5cXRzUi9oUT09
1.7.2. English Pre-Orientation
Wednesday, November 8, 2023
Zoom Link:
https://weizmann.zoom.us/j/91910016455?pwd=MnZaMnplLWXFDdGIhbkRSaXk0aDV4dz09

Pre- orientation Agenda

8:30-9:00

Registration

9:00-9:45

Meeting with the Dean of the Feinberg Graduate School and the Chair of the Teaching Committee

9:45-12:00

Safety Workshop for all faculties

12:00-13:00

Lunch break

13:00-16:00

Laboratory Safety Workshop — Physics, Chemistry and Life Sciences

2 Scholarships and Financial Assistance

2.1. Despite the postponement of the start of the academic year, scholarships will be paid as usual,
and the first scholarship payment due on November 1, 2023.

2.2. As mentioned, we encourage participation in pre-semester activities for those who are able to
do so. However, we fully understand that not all students can commit to this. It is important to clarify
that scholarship disbursement is not dependent on participation in these activities. Please be
reminded that working alongside your studies while receiving a scholarship from the Institute is not
possible unless you receive prior approval from the Feinberg Graduate School, in accordance with
FGS guidelines: FGS Policies and Regulations.

2.3 We are aware that some students are facing financial difficulties due to the current security
situation. To support them, we have established an Emergency Support Fund for students and
postdocs. The application submission deadline has been extended until Sunday, November 5, 2023.
For further details, please visit: https://www.weizmann.ac.il/WeizmannNet/en/emergency/fgs-

updates

3 Reserve Duty

3.1. The Weizmann Institute of Science and Feinberg Graduate School value the contributions of
reservists and we are dedicated to providing full support and assistance to students who are called
up for reserve duty.

3.2. The Military Reserve Liaison Officer

The Military Reserve Liaison Officer at the Feinberg Graduate School is Ms. Dana Yanay, who serves
as Head of the Scholarships Section. Ms. Yanay is available to answer your questions and provide

FGS@weizmann.ac.il

+972 (0)8-934-2924

234 Herzl Street, POB 26, Rehovot 7610001 Israel
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assistance regarding matters relating to military service reporting and scholarship payments. You can
contact her at 08-934-6444 or dana.yanay@weizmann.ac.il.
3.3. Students are required to inform the Feinberg Graduate School if they are called-up for reserve
duty, and they must also notify the head of the research group to which they belong. After
completing your duty, you will be given the 3010 form by the military. Please send it to Dana Yanay
and enter your reserve duty days in the reporting system.
3.4. Feinberg Graduate School students who are serving in the reserves will continue to receive their
scholarships during their service, in accordance with the required reporting of reserve duty.
The Feinberg Graduate School will provide its students serving in the reserves with an extended
timeframe for the submission of reports and theses, according to the duration of their military
service, provided they report their absence due to reserve duty. The Feinberg Graduate School is
committed to helping conscripted students to ensure their studies are not disrupted. As part of this
support, a customized study plan will be devised, and adjustments will be made accordingly.
4 Student ID Cards
4.1. Next week, student ID cards can be issued at the De Picciotto Building, Ground Floor, Room 15,
during the following hours:

Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday: 08:30-15:30

Wednesday: 12:30-15:30

Thursday: 11:00-15:30.
Considering the current circumstances, there may be changes. Therefore, students planning to arrive
after next week should call beforehand to ensure that the office is open: 08-9342818.
4.2. Students planning to commute to the Institute using your own vehicle on a regular basis can
request an entry permit (vehicle sticker) when obtaining your Student ID Card. Make sure to bring
your driver's license with you.
4.3. Please note that, due to the current security situation and as a precautionary measure, the
student cards of international students who have returned to your home countries will be
temporarily frozen until your return to the Institute. Upon your return to campus, please notify the
International Office and Feinberg Graduate School, and your card will be reactivated immediately.

5. Remote access to the WIS Network

To access internal WIS services from home as if you were on campus, it is essential to set up a VPN
client on your laptop or desktop. Ensure that your mobile phone number is registered in your
student profile within the WIS directory to receive SMS messages for robust authentication when
using the VPN client.

For step-by-step instructions on installing the F5 Client VPN on your computer, please refer to the
guidelines provided below:

Apple Computers

Windows 10 Computers

Windows 7 Computers

Linux Computers

If you encounter connection issues, please contact the Help Desk at the following address:
FGS.IT@weizmann.ac.il.

FGS@weizmann.ac.il

+972 (0)8-934-2924

234 Herzl Street, POB 26, Rehovot 7610001 Israel
WEIZMANN.AC.IL


mailto:dana.yanay@weizmann.ac.il
https://www.weizmann.ac.il/DIS/he/remote-connection-f5-client-vpn-macintosh-computers
https://www.weizmann.ac.il/DIS/he/remote-connection-f5-client-vpn-windows-10
https://www.weizmann.ac.il/DIS/he/remote-connection-f5-client-vpn-windows-7
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.weizmann.ac.il/WIT/sites/WIT/files/uploads/it/files/remote_connection_via_f5_client_vpn_on_linux_-_english.pdf
mailto:FGS.IT@weizmann.ac.il

=

P B >

Ny 723 | (IR
s

7 MOS0

WEIZMANN

INSTITUTE
OF SCIENCE Feinberg Graduate School

Appendix A - Certificate of Studies (Appendix A)

Online Service

The FGS Desktop and Mobile App is at your disposal through an online, self-service platform,
allowing you to acquire various certificates across several categories:
https://prodis.weizmann.ac.il/pls/htmldb/f?p=304:101.

Here are some frequently asked questions (FAQs). Please note that the information provided below
pertains to the Desktop App, but the same principles apply to the Mobile App:

How do | access the service?

1. In your Desktop App, go to My Profile

Click on the Certificates tab

Choose a status

Choose a category

Click on Send to my email

FGS My profile

FeinbenE Gracate Schogl
- ]

ukhwnn

Prarzanal ACEIETEC Certificates

e
Certificates o
o o MSc sudet FGX ctatus - cErrens T ¥ o

I0-01 Current status - MSe full-time research track
L =
fvailakle m Emglizh and Hebre Send Lo vy Bmai e

|

The certificate has been Bsued successfully, i oopy will raach =

e lollcaving mailbos in & bea mir tes

EwezmanrLacl

What does it mean to choose a status?

The default is your current active FGS status (e.g., MSc student). However, if you are
currently a postdoc and have past active FGS statuses (e.g., MSc or PhD), you need to
indicate the status for which you wish to issue a certificate.

FGS@weizmann.ac.il

+972 (0)8-934-2924
234 Herzl Street, POB 26, Rehovot 7610001 Israel
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What does it mean to choose a category?

Multiple certification categories are available (e.g., degree confirmation, FGS status, course
lists, etc.). The system will allow you to choose only from the categories that are personally
relevant to you.

Why can’t | issue a list of courses?

If you haven't finished any courses, the system cannot generate this list for you. If you have
already completed courses and still can't access the list, it is possible that you forgot to
submit feedback for one or more of them. Please use the App to provide the missing
information for those courses to enable the system to generate a certificate displaying your
course list.

I need official certificates concerning my fellowship

Certificates related to the status of your fellowship and information about prior payments
are exclusively handled by the FGS section responsible for fellowships and administrative
registration. For students, please get in touch with Ms. Dana Yanay, and for postdocs, kindly
contact Ms. Adi Moulia.

Are the certificates in English or Hebrew?

The majority of certificates are bilingual, offering both English and Hebrew versions. Nevertheless,
certain certificates, such as those related to foreign travel, are exclusively available in English, while
a small number are exclusively available in Hebrew. The system will specify the language options for
each certificate, and it is designed to send both versions to your email address where available.
Where will my certificates be sent?

The certificates will be sent to your WIS email inbox.

What should I do in case of inaccuracy?

If you notice any factual errors on a certificate (e.g., an incorrect date, misspelled names,
etc.), please get in touch with your FGS Faculty Coordinator.

FGS@weizmann.ac.il

+972 (0)8-934-2924

234 Herzl Street, POB 26, Rehovot 7610001 Israel
WEIZMANN.AC.IL
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