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24 October 2023
Dear Students and Postdocs,

We would like to inform you about a decision made by the Association of University Heads of Israel
(VERA) regarding the postponement of the start of the 2024 academic year:

Announcement from the Association of University Heads of Israel (VERA)

The opening of the 2024 academic year will be postponed due to the current state of war, and the
high percentage of both faculty members and students, both male and female, who have been
drafted to the military effort. The semester will commence at all research universities as the
reservists begin to be discharged, though not before December 3, 2023.

There will be a two-week notification period prior to the start of the semester, which will be
devoted to returning to routine and the academic track, after which studies will commence.
Since the outbreak of the war, tens of thousands of students, both male and female, as well as
faculty members, have been conscripted into the reserves. It is estimated that this constitutes
approximately 30% of all university students in Israel. Research universities in Israel are embracing
the recruits, providing support and assistance to them, as well as all citizens of the State of Israel,
through various local and national initiatives.

With a clear objective of not compromising the student community, which includes reservists and
the spouses of both male and female students, along with residents of conflict areas who were
evacuated from their homes, and families whose loved ones were killed, kidnapped or injured, the
heads of research universities have decided to postpone the opening of the 2024 academic year.
The winter semester will commence at all research universities as the reservists begin to be
discharged, though not before December 3, 2023.

Before the semester begins, there will be a two-week notification period, which will be devoted to
returning to routine and the academic track, after which studies will commence.

We aspire to ensure that the academic year is conducted in full and includes two complete
semesters. If necessary, the academic year may be extended into the summer. Specific decisions
regarding the structure of the academic year will be made by each of the universities.

The FGS will issue a follow-up communication as soon as possible with important information
regarding the structure of the academic year, orientation dates and rotations.

Our door is always open for you — feel free to share any difficulties that arise, any questions you may
have, and of course we are at your disposal for anything and everything.

Prof. Gilad Perez,
Dean, FGS

FGS@weizmann.ac.il

+972 (0)8-934-2924

234 Herzl Street, POB 26, Rehovot 7610001 Israel
WEIZMANN.AC.IL
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